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From the President’s Desk 

Greetings Friends.  I hope this reading of the Canyon Chatter finds you in good 
health and spirits.  Well, what a Monsoon it has been.  If you were here this 
summer, especially in July, the oppressive heat you endured in June was 
rewarded with a record setting rainfall in July.  For those that were away, by now 
you have probably heard from friends and neighbors about the precipitation.  In 
the 20+ years we have visited and resided in SE AZ, I have never seen it so lush, 
green and full of life.  The water flowing through the Canyon was like a rebirth.  
The sound, at times thundering, was music to my ears.  To see the waterfalls, 
children playing in the pools, visitors chattering about Madera Creek is so 
refreshing.  For me, it is a reconnection.  There is nothing like finding a nice rock 
along the creek, removing your boots and soaking your feet in the cool water.  It’s 
like you can feel the pulse, the lifeblood, hear the breath of this beautiful place.  
Ah, renewal! 

In this issue read about the Amphitheater updates.  A lot of work has gone into 
this area in the past 12 months.  We will also talk about the Baldy/Supertrail 
project progress.  David Linn will give us his perspective on Monsoon hiking.  Anita 
Woodward writes about the results of the VIS Volunteer appeal.  The Mission and 
Vision Committee has been studying what those words should really mean for us 
and a proposed Mission statement.  We’ll report on Labor Day weekend 
visitation, celebrate Mary Gode’s 97th birthday and some optimistic forward 
looking plans to gather in 2022.  Of course, Doug Moore will teach us about the 
Scarlet Morning Glory in this edition’s Species Spotlight.  All this and more.   

 

Enjoy and thank you for your support. 

 

Rusty Lombardo 

 

 

 



2 
 

 

Amphitheater Updates 

Last Fall the old wooden Amphitheater benches were removed and replaced with 
recycled, long lasting synthetic material; a joint venture between FoMC, GVR 
Hiking Club, Eagle Scouts and the USFS.  Over winter, as part of an Eagle Scout 
project, most of the same group was involved in constructing a white 
presentation screen with FoMC and USFS emblems skillfully crafted by Bruce 
France.  That was followed by a projector stand and some groundskeeping.  
Monsoon took its toll on the area washing out part the foot wells in front of the 
benches.  With the help of the SCA, John Titre and his team rock was laid along 
the stream bed to slow the flow as it reached Madera Creek.   

 

You can see from the photo above how the base of the benches were washed out 
and the rock wash that was built to “slow the flow”. Thanks all for a great job. 
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Amphitheater Showtime 
by John Titre, Recreation Staff Officer, Nogales District 
 
It’s almost SHOWTIME for the Madera Canyon Amphitheater this fall! Yes, with 

the help of the Friends of Madera Canyon 
and the Student Conservation Association 
(SCA) crew of three we spruced up the 
grounds around the Amphitheater after that 
strong monsoon. To be sure it would not 
erode again, the SCA crew constructed a 
deluxe drainage. They even took a ten-pound 
sledgehammer and made fist-sized rocks to 
line the drainage and keep water away from 
the walking area. They brought in more 
decomposed granite that had washed away 
and it looks great. 

I tested the new high-lumen projector that I 
received from a Wilderness grant and it 
worked fine. We had Trico Electric make a 

visit after I called them about the existing meter. I said 
that we need to start paying for electricity now that we 
plan to use it for evening programs. The representative 
said that USDA has been paying for it for the last twenty 
years, but use has been zero! It pays to be honest, and I 
was willing to start paying the bills but someone, 
somewhere in USDA is already doing that We are 
interested in talks on natural and cultural history; 
anything that pertains to the Canyon. Be well, be safe, 
hike more and worry less. Smokey will likely make an appearance to get a hug! 
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Baldy/Supertrail and Turnaround Hillside Restoration 

You may have read an article earlier this year in the Green Valley News with 
photos of the trailheads, how the area was graded and those nasty rocks just 
waiting to roll an ankle had been removed.  If you have been up on those trails 
you could not help but notice a marked improvement.  The next phase was to 
regrade the hill between the two trailheads and replant with native vegetation.  
Unfortunately, there was some delay which ran into nesting seasons and has been 
pushed back until October earliest and possibly until early next year.  While the 
Yellow-billed Cuckoos have moved on, with such high demand on skilled labor and 
a wet summer, the contractor who specializes in this type of work is backlogged.  
This project has been fully funded by grants obtained by FoMC and a joint venture 
with USFS.  It will be completed!  An interesting aside and bonus occurred as 
archeological studies were conducted.  The area was inhabited by indigenous 
people in the past.  In securing their permission to proceed, we agreed to 
recognize their presence.  An interpretive sign and brochures will be placed at the 
site telling their story. 

 

Monsoon, oh Monsoon! 
by David Linn, Vice President 
 
It is truly amazing the change that can occur in a small amount of time. As a 
frequent hiker in Madera Canyon, it was not long ago I was often commenting on 
the dryness of the Canyon: the brown and thin foliage, the dustiness of the trails 
and the haze that hung over the Santa Rita mountains. Because of the wonderful 
Monsoon season we had this year those words are gone. It is almost as though 
the Canyon has experienced a re-birth due to the rain. The trees and plants are 
green, green, green, lush and full. Wildflowers abound in hues of scarlet, yellow, 
and cobalt. Birds are active, feeding well on the insects that have emerged. I even 
spotted an Elegant Trogon last week in the lower Canyon. But, beyond a doubt to 
this hiker, the greatest pleasure of the monsoon season is the flowing water. You 
can always hear it before you see it. It is found in the upper Canyon at Bellows 
and Armour Springs with wildflowers chest high. And in the lower Canyon Madera 
Creek near Fern trail speaks with the swoosh of small waterfalls and rapids as it 
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makes its clean and clear way towards the mouth of Madera. When the rains are 
recent the lower Creek turns into a gushing, deafening torrent pouring into the 
waterfall site near the Whitehouse ruin. I make you this promise: I will hike this 
Canyon in all the seasons and enjoy what each one has to offer. But, I can 
guarantee you, I will love monsoon the best! 

 
Visitor Information Station 
By Anita Woodward, VIS Coordinator 
 
We had a wonderful response to our recent eblast request for volunteers to help 
out at the Visitor Information Station!  Thanks to everyone who responded, and 
the 15 people who are now trained as new volunteers. 
   
These 15 join a group who work in pairs, mostly for a single, two-hour shift each 
month.  Historically, the Visitor Information Station (VIS) is open four hours on 
Saturdays and on Sundays.  We help people who want to know a little bit about 
the Canyon.  Sometimes they are looking for a picnic spot.  Some, of course, are 
birders, and some are interested in hiking.  The great thing about this volunteer 
role is that we are interacting with people who are happy to be in the Canyon and 
interested in what is there.  And on top of all that, this gig allows us to spend two 
hours in the Canyon, with the beautiful backdrop of our mountains to look 
at.  Not a bad way to spend some time! 
 
If you are interested in helping out at the VIS, please feel free to contact us 
at info@maderacanyon.org.  If we have enough volunteers, there is even the 
possibility that we could expand the hours of operation at the VIS.  It’s hard to 
imagine we could have too many volunteers. 
   
A special thanks is always due to all the Friends volunteers.  These are people who 
care about “our” Canyon, and want to make sure it remains a wonderful place for 
humans to visit and nature to flourish. 
 
New Quick Read (QR) Pass Purchase 
 
There is a new way for visitors to purchase passes, electronically.  This is an 
alternative, an option to the existing envelope system.  How it works: Using a 
modern mobile phone, the visitor takes a photo/scan of the QR code.  This takes 

mailto:info@maderacanyon.org
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them to a USFS website where a pass can be purchased with a debit or credit 
card.  Enforcement is via a USFS license plate scanner. 
 
   
Mission and Vision Statement 
For almost a year, the M&V Statement Committee has been studying this issue.  It 
seems simple, but it is very complex.  Step one is defining what is a Mission 
Statement.  Next is the same for a Vision Statement.  TheCommittee then 
referred to the current By Laws which include the Mission Statement.  From there  
evaluation of what exists and as our role in the Canyon has evolved, who are we 
now.   
This is what it looks like now: 

ARTICLE I GENERAL 
The business of the Corporation shall be limited to those pursuits assisting or 
advancing historical, scientific, informational, educational or interpretive programs 
in Madera Canyon, Coronado National Forest, and United States Forest Service. 
It's goal and objectives are to: 
1. Heighten the public interest in conservation through education, stressing the 
vital relationship between water, plants, wildlife, and man in Madera Canyon's 
pristine riparian area. 
2. Assist the U.S. Forest Service in the maintenance and cleanliness of the Canyon. 
3. Compile statistical data for the U.S- Forest Service to assist them in their short 
and long range plans for the Canyon. 
4. Assist the U.S. Forest Service with their efforts to provide a rewarding 
recreational opportunity for all visitors 
 
and this is what is proposed:  

ARTICLE I.  MISSION 

The Mission of the Friends of Madera Canyon is:  

To serve as stewards of Madera Canyon and to keep it open for the 
enjoyment and education of visitors. 

The business of the Corporation shall be limited to pursuits advancing its Mission 
in Madera Canyon, a part of the Coronado National Forest, specifically, to: 

 Maintain reasonable public access to the Canyon. 

Serve as a steward for the Canyon, its animal and plant life, and its overall 
ecosystem. 
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Offer programs of public education concerning the history and ecology of 
the Canyon. 

So, what has changed?  Our role.  What started as helpers to the USFS has grown 
exponentially.  We portray ourselves as stewards of Madera Canyon.  Do we still 
assist the USFS? Of course we do. But that is more of an action than a mission.  
The spirit of this change is to recognize who we are, to give FoMC its own identity.   

The Board has voted and approved the new Mission Statement.  Next is 
acceptance by you.  In order to change the By Laws, a majority vote (of those 
voting) must be validated.  We hope to do this via electronic ballot in December.  
In the interim, if you have any questions, comments or suggestions send them to 
info@friendsofmaderacanyon.org. 

 

Labor Day Visitation 

Labor Day weekend rivaled Easter and Mother’s Day as busiest days of the year.  
There were days that over 800 vehicles were counted.  That resulted in quite a 
mess.  I’ll spare you the photos, but the trash 
receptacles were overflowing.  Night time 
visits by animals only compounded the problem.  
Steve Pruess and his team made multiple visits 
and did yeoman’s work to mitigate the 
situation.  Unfortunately, the USFS was 
short staffed during that period and were unable 
to empty the receptacles daily.  The 
simple solution would be to have more USFS 
personnel on hand.  The practical solution is 
education.  What will it take to convince the 
abusers?  What will it take to persuade visitors to 
more actively “pack it in, pack it out”?  Some suggest posting more prominent 
signs (similar to the above), increasing the number of trash receptacles 
(sometimes a space issue).  Madera Canyon has been discovered and that fact is 
not going away.  We have to come up with innovative thoughts to keep our 
Canyon clean.  What are your ideas? 

mailto:info@friendsofmaderacanyon.org
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HAPPY 97TH BIRTHDAY MARY GODE 

Mary Gode, wife of Bud Gode and major benefactors of the Friends celebrated 
her birthday with family in Madera Canyon.  Mary and family visit Madera and 
reminisce about all the good times they shared and how much Bud loved to be 
there.  We can remember Bud and Mary Gode through the Bud Gode Interpretive 
Trail and the founding of the Bud Gode Scholarship.  Best to you and your family 
Mary.  Thank you for your generosity.  May you be able to celebrate in the 
Canyon soon! 

     

 

Gode Family Left to Right Delia, Lisa, OJ III, Kathy, Jeanne Hickey, Larry Gode, Pat 
Hickey, Mary Gode 
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Madera Canyon Species Spotlight  

Scarlet Morning Glory

 

With an astounding 2021 monsoon season re-starting the creek, greening up the 
canyon trees and producing a riot of understory summer vegetation, it seems only 
fitting to shine the ‘species spotlight’ into this verdant Madera Canyon 
productivity. 

It is mid-August. Many canyon trails now, particularly at low to mid-elevations, 
are hemmed in by a dense tangle of shrub and twining vine. The riot of vines is 
dominated by species of Morning Glory, their large heart or lobed, ivy-shaped 
leaves easy to spot. There are 10 species of Morning Glory, in the genus Ipomoea, 
in the Santa Rita Range. Eight species grow in Madera Canyon. Most are annuals; 
all respond and flourish with ample warm summer precipitation. They grow 
rapidly, flower and set seed quickly before desiccating away in the dry heat of fall. 
Seeds drop from capsules to the ground, lying dormant until the next warm 
summer rains to sprout. 

Most of our canyon Morning Glory species have similarly shaped leaves. Their 
showy, funnel-shaped flowers, typically white, pink, blue or purple, open in the 
evening or early morning, then wilt with the first rays of direct sunlight. The 
notable exception is Scarlet Morning Glory- its leaves are typical of the group, but 
trumpet-shaped scarlet red flowers stay open all day and easily distinguish this 
plant from all the others! 

Scarlet Morning Glory, Ipomoea cristulata, is a summer annual vine that climbs 
other plants for support. It grows on hillsides and canyons primarily in the 
mountains of central & southeast Arizona from 2400 to 9100 feet. Its range 
extends through the Sierra Madre of Mexico well into Central America. The large, 
bright-green leaves are usually deeply divided into 3 to 5 long, angular lobes, but 
sometimes complete and heart-shaped. 

The most notable feature of Scarlet Morning Glory is bright scarlet-red flowers, 
blooming August to October. Rather small for a Morning Glory, the narrow, 

by Doug Moore, Education Director 
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tubular flowers are about 1¼ inches long and flare into a ¾ inch, pentagonal 
corolla- a classic trumpet shape! The flowers usually have a yellow throat. Staying 
open all day, the flowers attract hummingbirds and a variety of insects, 
particularly Sulphur butterflies, as pollinators. Despite the small size, the bright 
scarlet color is strikingly visible amongst green foliage and easily seen from some 
distance away. Scarlet Morning Glory flowers provide an important summer 
nectar source in the canyon, along with Smooth Bouvardia and Beardlip 
Penstemon. 

Morning Glory as a group are important plants in the canyon food web. Many 
insects, like grasshoppers and leaf beetles relish the seasonal foliage. They are 
also the sole larval food plants of the Pink-spotted Sphinx Moth. Large, attractive 
flowers supply nectar. 

Walking the canyon trails this time of year, take a few minutes to look for the 
distinctive leaves of Morning Glory vines and the bright Scarlet Morning Glory 
flowers mixed into the tangle. You may also see feeding hummingbirds and 
discover some very cool insects! Have fun! 

                                   Scarlet Morning Glory flowers and leaves 
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            Pink-Spotted Sphinx Moth caterpillar on Morning Glory leaf 
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Bored?  Join our Board 

Looking for a great way to volunteer and get involved with managing this great 
organization?  How about becoming a member of an incredibly dynamic team, the 
FoMC Board of Directors.  Put your talents to work.  The Board typically meets at 
either the Proctor Ramada or Friends in Deed (weather dependent) the 3rd Friday 
morning of each month except June and July.  Meetings usually last a few hours.  
You do not have to be a year around resident to participate.  If you can be a 
contributor for 6-8 months and perhaps take on a project over summer, we could 
use you.  We are taking nominees now for the December election and January 
installment.  Interested?  Attending a Board meeting before committing is 
encouraged.  Want to be a part or learn more?  info@friendsofmaderacanyon.org  

 

Bits and Pieces 

Education: Doug Moore, Education Director, has been able to present a few Bug 
Nights, a Plant Walk and a few Nature Walks over the past few months.  Doug is 
also working with Dana Backer, Partnership Coordinator USFS, to share our 
education success.  It will be compiled with other peer groups in the Coronado 
National Forest data base.  With field trips still up in the air, the Virtual Learning 
Program continues to add more context on-line.  “Lonesome Charlie Finds His 
Desert Friends” has been translated to Latin Spanish, “Carlitos Solitario Encuentra 
sus Amigos del Desierto”.  A big thanks to Carmen Friedman and Roberto Villa for 
the story and enrichment activity translation.  Doug and Jim Burkstrand, docent 
and videographer extraordinaire, have been busy shooting several hours of video 
to enrich the video library.   

Grants: Christine Olsenius has applied to the GGVCC, White Elephant and soon 
the National Forest Service for funds to support projects in the Canyon and youth 
education.  Kudos to Christine for her expertise in making the applications so. 

Protection Initiative: Moving slowly through the USFS system.  We suggested 
posting signs asking to refrain from collecting.  This was well received by USFS. 
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Annual Meeting: David Linn, VP is working with GVR to bookmark a date in late 
January.  Covid willing it would be so nice for us to be able to gather again. 

Volunteer Brunch: Linda Landry and Joe MacIsaac have been able to reserve a 
date with La Posada in March.  It would be wonderful to be to do something 
special for the many volunteers that work tirelessly to further our mission.  Let’s 
hope the good health of our nation will permit.   

 

Qualified Charitable Distribution 

As the year begins to wind down this is as good a time as any for those of us that 
have Traditional IRAs and have reached the tender age of 72 to make sure we 
fulfill our Required Minimum Distribution; lest we be financially penalized for not 
doing so.  A great way to give to qualified non-profits such as FoMC with all the 
benefits of no tax liability is a Qualified Charitable Distribution.  Funds may be 
transferred from your Traditional IRA to a 501(c)(3) tax free up to $100,000.  So 
not only can you give pre-tax dollars seamlessly, but at the same time, that 
amount goes against your Required Minimum Distribution reducing your tax 
liability.  It’s a wonderful way to share.  You can facilitate this through an on-line 
account if you have one or contact your financial advisor to escort you through a 
simple process. 

 

Until next time stay healthy and safe. 

 
Enjoy Madera Canyon! 
        


