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From the President’s Desk 
 
Happy New Year Friends.  I hope this edition of the Chatter finds you in good 
health physically, mentally and spiritually.  
Well folks, it seems that on that Long Playing album called Life, we are stuck in a 
groove.  Pardon the metaphor, but it seems like just when we are anticipating the 
next line of the song, we get stuck on the Covid lyrics and it keeps on skipping. 
Maybe this year we can nudge the stylus and get on with it.  Wouldn’t it be nice 
to be able to safely get together for the Annual Meeting and Volunteer 
Appreciation Brunch?  Vice President, David Linn, kept a close eye on “the 
science” and made a tough but righteous call to postpone gatherings for now.  
We’ll continue to watch and if this downward trajectory we are seeing continues, 
maybe, just maybe in near future the meetings can be rescheduled.   
Dedicated FoMC volunteers were not to be deterred.  They came up with 
innovative ideas to move our organization forward and continue our mission in 
Madera Canyon and our community.  We have an impressive list of 
accomplishments and I’ve asked Board members, Committee Chairs and 
Coordinators to tell you all about some of them in this issue: 
Amphitheater Reborn – Penny France 
Baldy/Supertrail Phase I – Christine Olsenius, John Titre 
Revision of Bylaws – Bob  Pitcher 
Financial – Pat Holmes 
Education – Doug Moore 
Music in the Canyon – Carole deRivera 
VIS – Anita Woodward 
Canyon Notes Daisies – Doug Moore 
Potpourri – Rusty Lombardo 
 
It was a good year.  We got a lot done!  None of this would be possible without 
you, our supporters.  Thank you to all that pledged time, money and great ideas.  
You make our mission a reality. 
 
Rusty Lombardo, President 
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Amphitheater reborn 

By Penny France, Board of Directors 
 
This year, Madera Canyon's rustic old amphitheater was spruced up with new 
bench seating supported by attractive stone bases sitting on an area covered with 
20 wheelbarrows of new gravel.  While cleaning up the area prior to construction, 
it was discovered that there was still electricity in the location, so a new projector 
screen was added. 
All of this was made possible through a joint effort by the Forest Service, funds 
from Friends of Madera Canyon, the GVR Hiking Club and by Mario Sandoval, an 
18-year-old Boy Scout from Troop 508, who was looking for an Eagle Scout 
project.  Mario got in touch with Forest Service Recreation Program Manager, 
John Titre, who suggested the amphitheater idea.  Mario led the white screen 
project with help from his fellow troop members.  Finishing touches to add color 
and hand-crafted signs to the projector screen were completed by volunteers 
Bruce and Penny France. 
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As a result of this partnership of talent, the updated amphitheater is now ready 
for its continued use by tired hikers looking to rest by Madera Creek as well as its 
expanded use for a variety of educational and other programming opportunities 
that will benefit Madera Canyon guests for years to come. 
 
 

Restoring Old Baldy and Super Trails in Madera Canyon 
By Christine Olsenius, Board of Directors & John Titre, USFS 

 
 In 2020 a record number of visitors came to Madera Canyon to enjoy the trails 
and escape from all things COVID-19. With thousands more visitors to the Canyon 
in 2020 than in 2019, the heavy usage took its toll, including erosion of two of the 
most popular trails, Old Baldy and Super. 
 In 2021 the Friends of Madera Canyon (FoMC) and U. S. Forest Service began an 
ambitious three phase trails restoration program to address these problems and 
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create more long-term, sustainable trails. The phases included: 1) The restoration 
of six culverts to move water properly off the Old Baldy Trail into a nearby stream, 
2) Creation of a drainage system between Old Baldy and Super Trailheads using 
straw wattles laid across 934-feet of hillside to hold down soil and minimize the 
erosion that was caused by off-trail climbing, and 3) Restoration and stabilization 
of the eroded slope with mini-rock terraces and native plants and shrubs. Phase 
Three will be completed this Spring requiring crews to be suspended by ropes to 
begin at the bottom of the hill and build rock structures to provide terraces for 
native plants to take hold.  
Hikers will enjoy the improved trails where excavated soil was used to level the 
contours of the trails and fill in eroded gullies and hazardous “ankle twisters.”. 
The trails have been narrowed to encourage hikers to walk in close pairs or single 
file. In addition, large boulders have been placed at the Old Baldy trailhead to 
make people walk in the center of the trail to protect habitat.  
Borderlands Restoration, Friends of Madera Canyon, Sky Island Alliance and local 
Boy Scouts will help with the plantings and the watering regime to get them 
established. A sign is in the process of being made listing all partners in this 
project. It will be placed by the roundabout at the base of Old Baldy Trailhead 
along with a sign welcoming people to Ce:wi Duag, the Native American term for 
the Santa Rita Mountains.  
The FoMC are thankful to our partners (listed below) who made this project a 
reality, helping us revitalize and sustain the recreational and natural resources of 
Madera Canyon.  
1. Vulcan Materials Company  
2. Freeport-McMoRan Sierrita Operations  
3. Friends of Madera Canyon  
4. Greater Green Valley Community Foundation 
5. Country Fair White Elephant  
6. Wild Arizona  
7. Student Conservation Association (SCA)  
8. Bauer Built  
9. Outslope Trail Solutions  
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John Titre discussing new drainage that prevents erosion 

 
 

 
Rob Bauer expertly maneuvering equipment 
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Board members surveying new work at Baldy Trailhead 

 
 
 

 
More than 900’ of rock placed to improve stability 
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Wattles will be removed and replaced with micro-terracing and native landscaping placed by workers on 
belay 

 
Revision of the FoMC By-Laws 

By Bob Pitcher, Board of Directors 
 

By an electronic vote, the FoMC membership approved revisions to the FOMC By-
Laws, the corporate rules under which the FoMC pursues its mission.  The 
changes mark the first time the FoMC By-Laws have undergone a thorough 
revision in the organization’s 35-year history.  Broadly, the revisions include 
changes (1) to the language of the By-Laws, to make them clearer and more 
specific, (2) to the organization of the By-Laws, to ensure that the various topics 
they cover are grouped appropriately, and (3) to the substance of the By-Laws, 
either for clarity or where the experience of the organization has indicated the 
need for change.  Among these last is the change that permits the FoMC 
membership to take action without the need for a membership meeting (think 
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Covid), and to do so by means of an electronic vote.  The terms of the FoMC 
Officers were also lengthened from a single year to two years, for greater 
continuity of the organization. 
 

 
Financial Updates 

By Pat Holmes, Treasurer 
 
Effective in the latter part of 2021 it became apparent that we needed a bank that 
had brick and mortar branches in Green Valley and Sahuarita, predictable hours 
plus good support.  We reviewed many banks and decided on Chase Bank for all 
our needs. They have been very helpful working through the change, which is no 
simple procedure. 
  
FoMC Year end financials information in brief 
  
Total Assets $365,885 
Total Liabilities $ -0-  
Total Equity $365,885 
Net Operating Income $15,073 
Net Income $ $25,658 
 
Sources of income are from membership (400+ households, almost 800 members, 
donations, memory wall and grants (most which is pass through to projects).  If a 
physical Annual Meeting is not possible, we will provide additional detail on our 
results.   
  
Being Treasurer is mostly a behind the scenes position.  It is critical to our 
operation.  It has been no easy task to pass the torch.  Many statutory updates are 
required that take hours to complete.  Much of it complicated by the paperwork 
involved to introduce a new officer into state and federal systems that are not 
user friendly.  Kudos to Pat for her dedication and determination.  Big thanks to 
Kay Mertes (former Treasurer) and Diana Brock Makes for working as a team with 
Pat to complete the transition. 
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FoMC Education Program 2021 & Beyond 
By Doug Moore, Education Director 

 
I was tempted to use the title “Covid Strikes Again”! Like 2020 before, Covid in the 
past year kept flaring up just when we thought we’d gotten through the final 
rough patch….. But, despite being thrown more lemons, we did our best, as the 
saying goes, to make more lemonade.  
Our flagship program, the 4th grade Nature Walks, didn’t happen again, local 
school districts continuing a complete halt to all extracurricular activities and 
school visits. In addition, many 4th grade teachers- some we’ve worked with for 
years- retired or quit teaching, unable to cope with the immense challenges of 
“education under Covid”. Sopori Elementary, a chronically underfunded school in 
rural Amado, has been unable to hire a new 4th grade teacher, relying on 
substitutes instead.  
Sopori has become a particular concern for the FoMC. We make extra effort to 
insure that the 4th grade kids stay engaged and active in our Ed Programs. In 
recent years this included making a $100 annual donation of 4th grade classroom 
supplies to help out. This year I am happy to say the FoMC stepped it up a notch, 
purchasing and donating $500 of much needed school supplies for the whole 
school in September. Definitely one of my proudest moments as a FoMC member-
supporting education and our partner schools doesn’t just mean a field trip to 
Madera Canyon! 
Despite the uncertainty, the FoMC still has a devoted group of docents ready and 
able to start up the Nature (“Detective”) Walk field trips when our schools allow 
it. The docents met at Proctor for skill-sharpening trail walk-abouts and social 
picnic in May and September. The docents will have more activities this Spring 
2022 as the weather warms and canyon comes alive. Need to keep our nature 
observation and interpretive skills sharp! 
As a result of not being able to work with our students in person, I continued to 
increase our on-line nature education presence via the Virtual Learning Program 
on the website. Teachers from Mt. View Elementary and Sahuarita Intermediate 
schools have been reviewing the content to ensure materials are age-appropriate 
and follow curriculum guidelines/standards. Docent/Videographer/Producer Jim 
Burkstrand and I completed the final four Proctor Nature Trail videos and 
“Monsoon” video, bringing the total YouTube content up to 11 videos. Thank you, 
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Jim! There are also now six e-stories (with enrichment activities), including a 
Spanish translation of “Lonesome Charlie” the Continental School Saguaro, and a 
Madera Canyon Bird Coloring Activity. Additionally, more “Species Spotlight” 
articles have been added to the higher grade level content. There are more e-
stories, activities and nature videos planned for our on-line content in 2022….. 
Stay tuned! 
Last summer, a fantastic monsoon and dropping Covid levels, allowed a return to 
many of our adult outdoor activities. There were two Bug Nights, one with La 
Posada in July and one for FoMC in August- after a July rain-out cancellation. In 
September there was a fern/plant walk with AZ Native Plant Society members and 
a Carrie Nation Trail bird/plant walk for FoMC members. In September and 
December, I led a birding walk for visiting hiking groups that resulted in donations 
of $750 to the FoMC- productive canyon time! 
Due to virus restrictions, I was only able to do one indoor nature presentation last 
year- 29 people attended a talk at Friends in Deed in June. Other scheduled talks 
were unfortunately cancelled. So far, 2022 has started the same way; the 
Omicron-variant surge has already led to the cancellation of two indoor programs 
and the FoMC annual meeting. I am hoping the surge will decline sufficiently to be 
able to hold “The Nature of Madera Canyon” OLLI class in late February. Only time 
will tell…….. 
As Spring approaches and the Summer Monsoon seems not too far off, I am 
looking forward to doing more adult outdoor activities. I am hopeful that Omicron 
too shall wane! With vaccinations and some care, the FoMC can safely meet and 
recreate outdoors. Please keep an eye open for e-mail blasts about spring flower, 
birding and nature walks. The creek is still running well and I am already seeing 
annuals sprouting in the lower canyon. Can’t wait to see some spring wildflowers! 
I hope some of you will join me, to be refreshed and renewed by the nature of 
Madera Canyon! In the meantime- take good care, enjoy the canyon, and don’t 
forget to check out the nature content on the Virtual Learning Program of the 
website! 
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Fern/plant Walk with Arizona Native Plant Society in September, 2021 

 
 

Music in the Canyon (Concerts Near the Canyon 2021) 
By Carole deRivera 

 
The year 2021 saw the concert committee still feeling the need to create more 
space for the concerts’ attendees.  It seemed like Historic Canoa Ranch was the 
best solution. It was a lovely, grassy event space with a great view of Madera 
Canyon.  We organized 5 concerts for the months of March through  May.  March 
28 was Tom Guy, an amazing singer who beautifully brought to life the music of 
James Taylor and similar artists.  April 11 showcased the Cornerstone Duo, a 

twosome of artists who covered several popular artists 
and groups.  April 18 was Heather Hardy, a well known 
artist who specializes in the Blues genre and plays a 
fabulous violin.  Grams and Krieger played April 25, 
showcasing a great deal of their original music and their 

great guitar playing.  The season was rounded off on May 2 with Don Armstrong 
and Mike Markowitz who also had a interesting repertoire of original music and 
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added the beauty of a mandolin.  It was a wonderful season and brought in much 
needed revenue for the educational programs Friends of Madera Canyon 
supports.   
The year 2022 will bring a new roster of artists with one repeat.  Mindy Rondstat 
and the One Bill Band will perform on March 27, Tom Guy will be back again on 
April 3, The Steel Drum Band will return after a few years to play on April 10 and 
Canyon Currents, a wonderful blue grass band, will be here on May 1.  Tickets will 
again be $30, and we will be returning to the Proctor Ramada in the canyon.  We 
will alert the Friends membership with an e blast just before tickets go on sale on 
our website.   
 
 

Visitor Information Center (VIS) 
By Anita Woodward, Coordinator 

 
After many months of closure due to Covid, the Visitor Information Station (VIS) 
re-opened in April.  Masks, gloves and hand sanitizer were provided by the Forest 
Service, volunteer Bob de Feyter made some clever devices to make it easier for 
volunteers to hand maps and brochures to drivers and the VIS building was 
cleaned from top to bottom! 
The Canyon was busy, and volunteers quickly got back into the swing of things, 
donating a total of 1004 hours and talking with people in 2,175 cars from April-
December! 
We were thrilled that a request for new volunteers was amazingly successful: we 
oriented 30 new volunteers in 2021, giving us more people than we have ever had 
for the VIS.  That in turn, has led to an expansion of the number of hours we can 
be open to give information to the public.   
The VIS now has 85 amazing volunteers, and we are looking forward to a very 
successful 2022!  If you are interested in learning more about volunteering in the 
VIS, please contact info@friendsofmaderacanyon.org 
 
Update: A volunteer has stepped forward to paint the exterior of the VIS! 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@friendsofmaderacanyon.org
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Board Election Results 
By Rusty Lombardo, President 

 
The Friends held their first ever e-ballot in December.  There were a few glitches, 
but overall, a good result.  We welcome new Board members Carole deRivera, 
Dan White, John Murphy and Bob de Freyter.  Their addition will further 
strengthen a very talented group of volunteers that manage our organization.  We 
are grateful to volunteer Dan Collins who designed and monitored balloting, and 
to Teri Matelson, webmaster who crafted the link from the e-blast page.   
 
 
 

Canyon Notes: Daisies, Daisies…….. and More Daisies 
Doug Moore, Education Director 

 
Anyone visiting the canyon, or hiking the trails, this past summer and fall couldn’t 
help but marvel at “the great profusion of yellow”. Abundant monsoon rains, like 
2021, trigger spectacular blooms. A surprising number and variety of Madera 
Canyon summer flowers are daisies, and many of these daisies are yellow! 
Different species of yellow daisies, humorously known to flower-watchers as DYCs 
(darn yellow composites), can look superficially alike and be very frustrating to 
identify! They are all plants in the Composite Family (Asteraceae). Each daisy 
“bloom” is actually composed of multiple tiny flowers, or florets, arranged into a 
composite. Ray flowers around the outer rim have one protruding “petal”; disc 
flowers grow in precision spirals forming a button-like disc in the center. Some 
species may have only disc or ray flowers, but most have a combination of both 
that results in the classic sunflower-shape that we all recognize as a daisy. 
There are other bloom colors in the family, commonly white, pink, or purple. 
Arizona Thistle- a Madera Canyon composite- is bright red and attracts 
hummingbirds! A preliminary list of Santa Rita Mountain composites numbers 
nearly 200 species. Madera Canyon may have over 100 species, and a good 
percentage of those have yellow flowers. This is not a coincidence. Yellow is a 
particularly attractive color to insect pollinators looking for nectar and pollen. In 
the late summer canyon, it can be rare to see a yellow daisy NOT being visited by 
one or more butterflies, bees, wasps, beetles, true bugs or flies. It is an almost-
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perfect “mutual admiration society”! Predators tune into the bounty also. Crab 
Spiders and Green Lynx Spiders hide among the blooms to ambush an easy meal! 
When the canyon is cloaked in a mantle of late summer yellow, elevation is an 
excellent guide to help identify the individual species. Along the road from Florida 
Wash up to White House, several species of perennial Goldeneye dominate. The 
quarter-sized blooms look remarkably alike, so leaf shape and size tell the species 
apart. Camphorweed, with sticky leaves and medicinal smell, is also very common 
in disturbed soils along roads and parking. In mild winters, a few Goldeneyes and 
Camphorweed may bloom well into December. 
Along Proctor Trail, particularly in the big meadow on The Loop, annual Arizona 
Sunflowerweed dominates the Goldeneyes, growing four feet tall with hand-sized 
leaves in wettest years or maybe not germinating at all in drought. This past 
summer, Arizona Sunflowerweed grew tall and thick, combining with twining 
Morning Glory vines to resemble a tropical jungle! Come Fall’s dry heat these 
annuals quickly die; Sparse-flowered Goldenrod, Trixis, and Turpentine Bush then 
take over, blooming into October and November. 
In mid-canyon, San Pedro Daisy and Mountain Oxeye, “classic” sunflowers that 
grow about two feet tall, seem the most common yellow daisies along the creek 
and trails from White House Picnic Area to up above Wrightson Picnic Area. Their 
blooms look very alike, so distinct leaf shape and growth patterns distinguish 
plants apart. Both daisies are joined by five different Goldeneye species on the 
Nature Trail from Amphitheater to Wrightson Picnic Area. 
The greatest yellow daisy diversity occurs in the higher canyon. On sunny open 
slopes, the many Goldeneyes are joined by species like shrubby Lemmon’s 
Marigold. During full bloom, the hillsides can appear to be clothed in gold under 
the stately pines. In moister side-canyons and shadier terrain, small annual 
“dandelion” daisies like New Mexico Butterweed, Fendler’s Hawkweed, and 
Yellow Spine Daisy grow along creek tributaries and trails with two perennial 
goldenrods and much larger Long-leaf Crownbeard and Charles Mason’s Ragwort. 
If this profusion of yellow daisies seems too much and too confusing, that is OK! It 
is perfectly alright to simply drive, walk, or hike and just enjoy all the flowers. One 
does not need specific names to enjoy beauty! For others though, there is 
pleasure and challenge to “botanize”- to observe the individual characteristics of 
plant and bloom to determine an ID, to put a name on that particular DYC. For 
those interested in identifying canyon daisies, Joan Lewis’ “A Field Guide to 
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Madera Canyon Wildflowers” is an excellent place to start (although botanists are 
continually revising the scientific names of plants, the common names don’t 
change!). A final word of caution- stopping to enjoy or identify flowers can add 
significant time to hiking, and may make it more difficult to reach a destination. 
But then, for flower enthusiasts, the journey is definitely more important than the 
destination! 

 
Arizona Sunflowerweed (Tithonia thurberi) on the Proctor Loop, monsoon 2021 

 
Goldeyes (Heliomeris & Viguera spp.) and other yellow daisies in upper Canyon, Monsoon 2019 
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Potpourri 
By Rusty Lombardo 

 
Protection Initiative: John Murphy has joined Bob Pitcher, Doug Moore and me 
on the committee.  John brings expertise in herpetology and has been building a 
species list that also includes plants and animals.  This will be used in the 
publication of a second white paper directed to the USFS.  We have also aligned 
with Save the Scenic Santa Ritas to pursue common causes in the mountain range. 
We are actively working the USFS to post signage to protect all living things in 
Madera Canyon and prohibit commercial collection. 
 
Fires: Many of you are probably aware of the fire that broke out 
in Madera Canyon in October.  Quick response by authorities 
minimized the damage.   
Recently another potential fire was averted, this time burning out of control in a 
barbeque that was vacated quickly by what is thought to be some trying to avoid 
the law.  Fortunately, John Titre was on hand to extinguish the blaze before it 

spread to the forest.  Steve Pruess, Monday Clean Up Coordinator, 
reports several hot fire pits and grills by he and his crew during their 
routine operations.  It is so easy for friendly fires to turn into hostile 
fires.  Be vigilant.  If you see a potential hazard, report it promptly to 
the US Forest Service or call 911.   

 
Projects: As previously reported, the final phase of the Old Baldy/Supertrail 
Renovation is scheduled for completion this Spring.  A long needed restroom is 
planned for installation at the Amphitheater Parking area.  The USFS will provide a 
plug and play restroom similar to those at the turn around.  They have asked the 
Friends to provide natura landscaping to make the area aesthetically pleasing.   
Another idea to partner with the University of Arizona to place a weather station 
with on line access is on going. 
We were recently contacted by Pima County Master Naturalist asking about our 
interest in participating in this year’s City (includes Pima County) Nature 
Challenge, a woldwide Citizen Science Project.  The biodiversity of Madera Canyon 
lends itself well to a study of this kind and encourages exploration and 
participation open to all ages.  John Murphy and Penny France, Board members, 
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have expressed an interest in pursuing this project as it was also benefit our 
Education and Protection intiatives.  We will need volunteers from our 
community.  If you are interested in participating, please contact us at 
info@maderacanyon.org . Be sure to include “CNC” in the subject line. 

Letter to Potential 
CNC Partners (2).doc 
FoMC is working with the GVR Hiking Club and others to study an expansion of 
the current “sanctioned” trail system.  We have received some great ideas from 
them and you.   
 

2021 Major Accomplishments Recap 
 

1. First ever published on line Annual Report/Meeting 
2. Re-open VIS and Monday Clean-up 
3. Successful recruitment campaign for VIS 
4. Completion and dedication of Amphitheater 
5. Baldy/Supertrail Turnaround Phase I 
6. Music in (Near) the Canyon 
7. Virtual Learning Program Videos 
8. Lonesome Charlie translation 
9. Bug nights and Nature Walks 
10.  “Stretch” donation to Sopori Elementary School 
11. New banking relationship 
12. Bylaw revisions 
13. First ever e-balloting 

 
None of this would be made possible without FoMC volunteers, partnership with 
the US Forest Service, Student Conservation Association, GVR Hiking Club, Eagle 
Scouts and generous personal and corporate sponsors.  THANK YOU! 
 
Finally, a reminder that Arizona Gives Day is coming up.  It is a time to pledge your 
support to our mission.  A formal eblast announcement will follow shortly.  More 
info at www.AZGives.org 

mailto:info@maderacanyon.org
http://www.azgives.org/

