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From the President’s Desk 

 

Spring has sprung! The Canyon is filled with bird song and beautiful flora 
blooming. I hope you have had an opportunity to visit and enjoy the sights and 
sounds that this special time of the year bring to the Santa Ritas. Recent runs of 
high 90s and low 100s temperatures signal our entry into the Dry Summer that 
precedes Wet Summer (Monsoon). Early indications are that Southern Arizona 
will have an average to above average rainy season. 

It has been a busy time for the Friends, USFS and partners as we completed the 
Baldy-Supertrail Restoration Project culminating in a Dedication attended by 
virtually all participants. Read all about it and watch the excellent video produced 
by Richard and Christine Olsenius. 

David Linn, VP will introduce you to our newest Bud and Mary Gode Scholarship 
recipient.  

Doug Moore, Education Director will bring us up to date on what’s been going on 
in the program this Spring. Doug tells us why we should not forget to have fun in 
Madera Canyon during the summer. 

Meet the 2021 Volunteers of the Year Joe and Cheryl Wolowsky. 

Get the wrap up on the Music in the Canyon from Carole deRivera. 

Read John Murphy’s report on the Inaugural City Nature Challenge 

Last, it is fire season, you’ve already seen it on the news, but it really hits home 
when we see smoke rising from the mountains in front of us. An 18 acre fire in 
Josephine Canyon ignited recently. It was quickly contained by USFS firefighters 
on the ground and in the air. We thank them for their service. Folks, be forever 
vigilant.  

By the time this reaches you, we will have held our last Board meeting until 
September. I thank the Board of Directors, Committee Chairs, dedicated 
volunteers and financial patrons for their support. Everyone stay healthy, safe and 
have a wonderful summer. 

Rusty 
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Restoration at Madera Canyon 
By Christine Olsenius, Grants and Fundraising Chair 
 
On April 12 the Forest Service and Friends of Madera Canyon (FoMC) celebrated 
the completion of the largest restoration project ever undertaken in Madera 
Canyon. Over 50 people from tribal leaders, Forest Service staff, FoMC Board 
members, project funders, hikers and restoration crew joined together for the 
early morning ceremony at the roundabout. Dodging nesting seasons, heat and 
monsoon, the restoration project spanned two years and centered around one of 
Madera Canyon’s most popular trailheads, Old Baldy.  
 
In 2021 approximately 300-feet of the trail tread was repaired and natural 
drainage was restored by clearing culverts that had not functioned in about 30 
years. Now, instead of washing out the 
trail, rainfall runs through the culverts 
into a nearby stream.  In 2022, five team 
members from the Student 
Conservation Association (SCA) spent 
three months restoring 634-feet of a 
steep, eroded hillside between Old 
Baldy and Super Trails at the round-
about. They hand-set over 1000 large 
boulders in a series of mini terraces and planted 270 native shrubs, bushes and 
grasses to reduce erosion and maintain slope integrity. 
 

This was our way of helping to keep the 
Canyon a high quality outdoor experience 
for the 300,000 visitors who come 
annually. The Friends secured funding for 
this project from community foundations 
and businesses as well as our 
members.  The private-sector funding was 
critical to releasing the matching federal 
funds needed for the restoration. 
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New Restoration Video Available  
A new 9-minute video, Restoration at Madera Canyon, has been produced by 
Richard and Christine Olsenius, documenting this extensive restoration effort and 
continued partnership between FoMC and the Forest Service. Christine is an 
FoMC Board member and her husband, Richard, is a professional photographer. 
The film can be viewed at: (Ctrl+Click to follow link) 
https://friendsofmaderacanyon.org/conservation/ 
 
New Sign Celebrating Madera Canyon’s Indigenous People  (Photo) 
As a part of the Old Baldy restoration ceremony, the Forest Service and Friends 
honored the tribal nations who were the original inhabitants and caretakers of 
Madera Canyon. The Tohono O’odham people called the Santa Rita’s the “long 

mountains” or Ce:wi Duag. An educational sign celebrating Ce:wi Duag was 
unveiled at the April 12 ceremony with many tribal representatives attending. 
Mavalene Saunders, vice chairwoman of the Tohono O’odham Nation thanked 
everyone involved in the restoration.“This is our homeland,” she said. “Everything 
here is sacred.” Look for the new sign at the Old Baldy Trailhead. 

https://friendsofmaderacanyon.org/conservation/
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Bud and Mary Gode Scholarship Award 
By David Linn, Vice President 
 
The Friends of Madera Canyon is pleased to announce the annual Bud and Mary 
Gode Scholarship Award recipient has been selected.  The Scholarship named in 
honor of Bud Gode; a teacher, scholar, and supporter of the Friends is awarded to 
an area high school student.  Our goal is to support young scholars who wish to 
pursue a career in the discipline of natural sciences. 
 
At the end of the senior year in high school a $5,000 prize is awarded to a 
qualifying graduate in good academic 
standing planning to attend an institution 
of higher learning.  The candidates are 
vetted by a committee of FoMC 
board members and volunteers using 
rigorous standards to ensure the ultimate 
recipient is a student of high degree. 
                                                                
This year’s receiver of the award, in a field 
of nine, is Grace Harris a very strong 
candidate being voted in the top 
three of all evaluators and the 
top choice of three. She is well-rounded 
scholar from Sahuarita High School 
with a planned major in ecology and a 
minor in scientific illustration attending Northern Arizona University.   A history of 
Madera Canyon photographic exploration, and strong academic and writing skills 
brought her to the top in the selection process. 
 
The nine candidates from Sahuarita, Rio Rico, Walden Grove, and Nogales High 
Schools all presented top tier credentials affirming that the natural sciences will 
be well represented in the up-and-coming years. 
 
David Linn and Barbara Fleshman 
FoMC Scholarship Committee 
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Spring 2022 Education Program 
By Education Director Doug Moore 
 
I’m happy to report that the FoMC Education Program was able to return to a 
partial state of normalcy this spring. Despite not being able to restart our school 
nature programs- no field trips or school visits permitted, our adult nature 
education/activities were back to pre-pandemic level. 
  
There was a full roster of students for my OLLI “Nature of Madera Canyon” at 
CPAC for the three classroom lectures and Proctor Trail field trip in late February 
and March. The docent volunteers met in early March for a training session and 
picnic lunch to “touch base” and keep our interpretive skills sharp. There was also 
a FoMC-sponsored Proctor Trail nature walk for a “Women of Quail Creek 
Auction” family and a FoMC members Proctor Trail walk in late March. FoMC 
members had another opportunity for a birding/nature walk around Proctor in 
mid-April, as well as a members’ Carrie Nation Trail birding/nature hike at the end 
of the month. The members’ response to the “e-blast” announced activities was 
excellent and we had full signups each time! And springtime in the canyon never 
disappoints- patient observation revealed wildflowers, butterflies, birds and 
more! 
 
Additionally, as Education Director, I was also involved in working on the Madera 
Canyon Protection Proposal, the FOMC Honor Wall committee, the Bud Gode 
Scholarship Committee and providing publicity for the Madera Canyon City 
Nature Challenge. 
As per usual procedure, the Ed Program will not have outdoor activities in May 
and June as a high heat/low humidity safety precaution.  In the meantime, I am 
writing a script and storyboards for a new video to introduce Madera Canyon and 
lead viewers into the Proctor Trail interpretive video series on the Virtual Learning 
Program page of the website. Docent Volunteer Jim Burkstrand and I will begin 
video production in May. If you have not watched our VLP nature education 
videos on the website, please take a few minutes to check them out! 
For the near future, I am hopeful of a wet and bountiful upcoming monsoon 
season! With good precipitation and cooler canyon temps, there are plans for La 
Posada and FoMC bug nights, canyon nature/birding walks and, I hope, our 
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annual FoMC/AZ Native Plant Society botany hike. Activities and dates to be 
announced and “e-blasted” in July, August and September, so keep watch and 
your fingers crossed for a good monsoon! 
 
Finally, I am remaining optimistic that the FoMC may be able to resume 4th grade 
Nature Walks with at least some of our participating schools this fall. (At this time 
nothing is certain, even if there will be sufficient teachers to teach! Despite a $5.3 
billion state surplus, AZ remains 47th in the country in wages and working 
conditions for teachers. Huge numbers of AZ teachers are simply walking away- 
overworked, underpaid, and underappreciated. School districts are scrambling to 
fill positions. A call or letter to your state legislators may well be in order?) A 
bright spot is the FoMC has money set aside specifically for field trip school bus 
transportation. If students are allowed to go on field trips this fall, at least 
transportation costs will not be an issue! Big “Thank You” to FoMC Board member 
Christine Olsenius for her grant-writing and fund-raising efforts to procure this 
very much needed money!  
Have a great “Sky Island” summer! Please take good care out there and stay safe! 

 
FoMC Docents observing Canyon Treefrogs on the “Frog Rocks”, Proctor Trail 
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Don’t Pass Up Summer Fun in the Canyon! 
By Education Director, Doug Moore 
 
When many of us think “summer in Arizona,” it usually conjures up images of 
intense heat and blazing sun. It is easy to forget that the summer monsoon in 
July, August, and September can be one of the most interesting times to visit 
Madera Canyon! Monsoon Canyon mornings and evenings are often mild and 
beautiful. Even mid-day, a stroll along the creek or a picnic in the shade of the 
oaks at Mt Wrightson Picnic Area, can be 15 to 20 degrees cooler than outside 
down in Green Valley- and there is much to explore! 
 
Good precipitation will bring out beautiful summer wild flowers. Walk the Proctor 
Loop in the morning to find seven species of morning glory, in addition to a nice 
variety of other beautiful flowers including Prickly Poppy, Silverleaf Nightshade, 
Globe Mallow and Velvet Pod Mimosa. Use Joan Lewis’ excellent “Madera Canyon 
Wildflowers” guide to try to distinguish between the many types of wild pea vines 
and yellow daisies at trailside. Evenings, look for late-blooming white trumpets of 
Sweet Four O’clock and Sacred Datura with nectaring sphinx moths flitting in. 
Mid-August into September is good canyon butterfly watching on Proctor Loop, 
and especially along Proctor Road when the Turpentine Bush gets blooming in 
September! Interesting summer migrant birds like Varied Bunting, Blue Grosbeak, 
Bell’s Vireo, and Northern Beardless Tyrranulet haunt the creek-side woods. 
 
Mid-canyon, especially on the trails from Amphitheater, keep your eyes peeled 
for blooms of dainty Arizona Blue Curls, Mexican Star, Santa Catalina Paintbrush 
and other wildflowers. Summer bird-watching at canyon feeders is also a fun and 
relaxing activity- many resident and summer nesting migrants come in to eat at 
the Santa Rita Lodge. Monsoon can be particularly good for hummingbirds there 
too! Black-chinned, Broad-billed, Rivoli’s (Magnificent), and Anna’s hummingbirds 
regularly visit the nectar feeders and there is always the possibility for a rare 
visitor like Plain-capped Star-throat or Berylline hummingbird. There is no public 
parking at Madera Kubo and Chuparosa B&B, so park at Amphtheater or Mt. 
Wrightson and PLEASE ask permission before visiting on the properties to watch 
feeders! Also watch closely for deer, squirrels, coati and snakes while driving the 
road. 
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The upper trails above Mt. Wrightson Parking Area are fantastic for different 
species of summer wildflowers; at higher elevations, plants often bloom into 
October. Special trailside treats include Chiricahua Mountain Larkspur, Toumey’s 
Evening Primrose, Red Cinquefoil, Goldenbeard Penstemon and many others. 
Scan shady slopes for the surprisingly large leaves and ridiculously small yellow 
flowers of Charles Mason’s Ragwort or the green blooms of elusive Addersmouth 
orchids. Birding can be challenging in the thicker woods up-canyon, but worth the 
effort. Watch for post-nesting adults feeding begging fledglings. Elegant Trogon, 
Plumbeous Vireo, tanagers, flycatchers, warblers and maybe an owl await the 
sharp-eyed/eared birder. Butterflies like Arizona Sister, Red-spotted Admiral, 
Rubiata Satyr, and Dull Firetip Skipper patrol seeps and moist habitat along upper 
drainages.                                
                                                                     
Summer visits to the canyon can present 
some challenges. Make sure to take 
plenty of water, sun screen, a good hat 
and maybe a rain poncho. Insect 
repellent is a good idea in grassy areas 
from around Proctor to above Wrightson 
Parking for chiggers until the weather 
dries out in late September. Also, 
watch weather forecasts and be wary 
of monsoon thunderstorms; 
getting caught out in the lightning and cold 
rain high in the canyon is dangerous! 
Watch closely for wildlife on the roads 
and trails, particularly during twilight after a 
rain. 
 
Madera Canyon adventure awaits! With a little preparation and sensible 
precautions, the canyon is a summer nature wonderland. Get out and explore a 
side of Madera Canyon winter visitors never get a chance to enjoy! 
 
 

Red Spotted Admiral along Carrie Nation Trail 

 



9 
 

2021 Bud Gode Volunteer(s) of the Year Award 
By Rusty Lombardo, President 
 
Congratulate Joe and Cheryl Wolowsky named Volunteer(s) of the year for 2021. 
They were awarded a commemorative plaque at the VIS in March. Joe and Cheryl 
monitor the car counts for USFS, participate in Monday Clean Up, refill the 
brochure boxes throughout the Canyon which includes shuttling from the self-
storage and volunteer at the VIS. Joe, a former Board member has even offered to 
paint the outside of the VIS kiosk. I think they are well deserving of this honor. 
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Music in the Canyon 2022 
By Carole deRivera 
 
It was truly wonderful to hold the beloved MIC back in the canyon where it so 
rightfully seems to belong!  Beginning with the March 27 performance of Mindy 
Ronstadt and the One Bill Band, the audience was delighted with the beautiful 
merging of two wonderful voices and an acoustic guitar.  Mindy not only looks a 
great deal like her famous aunt, but sounds a lot like her too. 
   
April 3 met with the sad news that Tom Guy would be unable to perform, but 
even though he had been hospitalized, he still came through with the wonderful 
replacement of two of his fellow musicians Gerald Carrell and Chris Buzan.  It was 
a delightful afternoon of great harmony and acoustic guitar.  Thanks guys for 
filling in so capably at the very last minute! 
 
April 10 brought a reprise of the Jovert Steele Drum Band that many concert 
goers had seen and enjoyed in previous years.  They didn’t disappoint, their 
incredible talent was reinforced by amazing choreography and contagious 
enthusiasm.  Tucson Magnet High School clearly has many amazing students! 
 
May1 greeted The Canyon Currents, a trio consisting of Brian Davies, Lex 
Browning and Peter McLaughlin.  Their genre trended Bluegrass and Americana as 
they ardently displayed their amazing musicianship on the bass, fiddle and 
acoustic guitar.  They sang with wonderful harmony the mostly original music in 
their repertoire.  A wonderful ending to an awesome season! 
 
The committee that oversees the concert series would like to get feedback 
concerning next year’s offerings.  Remembering that we mostly can only afford 
duos or trios, please let us know what kind of music you would like to see coming 
to the canyon next year (genre, style, groups).  Please send an email to 
info@maderacanyon.org.   
 
Have a wonderful summer and we will see you next year! 
 
 

mailto:info@maderacanyon.org
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City Nature Challenge Inaugural Event 
By John Murphy 
 
Between April 29 and May 2 there were 53 observations from Madera Canyon 
uploaded to iNaturalist. This represented 44 species, made by 12 observers. Three 
or four of the observers likely joined iNaturalist for this event and were influenced 
by FoMC publicity.  
  
For comparison purposes the four-day weekend prior (April 22-25) had 32 
observations reported from Madera Canyon, 26 species were observed by 8 
observers. That was Easter weekend and there were many more people in the 
Canyon.  
  
The CNC committee discussed alternatives to the CNC. The most viable seemed to 
be a traditional 24-hour Bioblitz accompanied by talks, nature walks and displays. 
We also discussed a larger long-term project which would produce a field guide to 
the Santa Rita Mountains habitats, flora and fauna. Further plans are under 
consideration. 
 
 
 


